
Fifty-two years of tradition 
and up until today the OB 

Montessori Center (OBMC) 
Christmas tableau is still a much-
awaited event. It is, after all, one of 
OBMC’s annual reminders of the 
greatness of love and thanksgiving.

The Christmas tableau 
showcases the importance of what 
Christmas is all about, which is not 
only gift giving or merrymaking but 
rather God’s love made visible in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Today, the tableau 
is given the name “Prince of Peace.”  

 In later years the tableau just got 
bigger and bigger—from the dusty 
playground of the school to cemented 
pavements, and now in all the OBMC 
theaters. Every bit of preparation is a 
sight to see, from casting to costume 
fitting which plays a vital role in the 
creation of the theatrical reenactment 

of the “greatest story ever told.”
 “Our beloved founder Dr. Preciosa 

S. Soliven in collaboration with the 
OBMC faculty wrote the original script. 
Later, it was given a professional touch 
by our late in-house director, Gus 
Aldeguer—complete with script, music, 
voice-over, costume and stage set-up. 

Our speech consultant, the late Mercy 
Soliven-David, would set the standard 
for speaking on stage with the proper 
diction, modulation, and pronunciation 
of words,” Mrs. Sara Soliven-De 
Guzman, OBMC’s Chief Operating 
Officer, said. 
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Each time the 
tableau is staged in 
any of the five OBMC 
campuses, it would 
take the effort of the 
whole community to 
make it a success.

“The Primary and 
Intermediate Angels 
Choir were added, as 
well as Casa children 
who represent the 
United Nations––all 
paying tribute to the 
new-born King, Jesus,” 
Mrs. Soliven-De 
Guzman added.

Being a non-
sectarian school, this 
OBMC tradition is 
not meant to impose the belief in the 
birth of Christ. In fact, non-Christian 
students are able to gain spiritual 
awareness and  emotional confidence 
on stage, honing them to become 
capable and well-skilled not only in 
the realm of academics but also in the 
performing arts.

As living proof, alumnus Gabby 
Eigenmann, Filipino television and 
film extraordinaire, said that his 

participation in the Christmas tableau 
and the other OBMC stage plays 
molded him into the man he is today. 

The students’ involvement in the 
production grew from just being part 
of the stage props like the plants and 
mountains in grade school to becoming 
Adam and Eve in high school. Their 
enthusiasm continues to give life to 

every reenactment. 
It becomes more 
and more a heartfelt 

experience because of the detailed 
preparations and seemingly endless 
rounds of practices, from casting to the 
live performance.  “Prince of Peace” is 
a true spectacle that delivers to us the 
message of God’s love:  “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men!”

n FICTION

mind. He wondered if the latest 
iPhone or Air Jordan shoes he asked 
for were buried underneath the other 
presents in the Christmas tree. How 
could he enjoy the season without it?

They sat around the dinner table 
where the food was grandly laid out. 
At the center of this festive spread 
was the lechon. While eating, they 
heard children caroling outside their 
home. Upon opening the door, Teddy 
was surprised to see children holding 
maracas and tambourines joyfully 
singing a well-loved Filipino carol:

“Bagong taon ay magbagong 
 buhay,
Upang lumigaya ang ating 
 bayan.
Tayo’y magsikap upang
Makamtan natin ang 
 kasaganaan.

Tayo’y mangagsiawit,
Habang ang mundo’y tahimik
Ang araw ay sumapit
Ng Sanggol na dulot ng langit.
Tayo ay magmahalan,
Ating sundin ang gintong aral.

Teddy was awakened by Jose 
Mari Chan’s “Christmas in our 

Hearts” playing on the radio in the 
early morning of December 24. He 
dressed quickly for he knew that he 
had a long day ahead with his family, 
busily making preparations for 
Christmas Eve. 

As night eventually drew in, 
Teddy hung the luminous parol on 
their window. The Noche Buena 
meal was readily being prepared on 
the table. He took one last glance at 
their Christmas tree. Beneath the 
tree laid the presents he had almost 
opened prematurely if his mother 
had not caught him.

Previously, Teddy had been 
compelled to attend the Simbang 
Gabi because his mother had 

insisted that if he went to all nine 
Misa de Gallo his wishes would be 
granted. Having completed all nine 
masses, he now joined his family for 
the Christmas eve vigil, the Misa 
de Aguinaldo. The priest’s homily 
centered around the Son of God born 
in a small manger one cold evening 
in the little town of Bethlehem a 
millennium ago.

On the way back, his parents 
stopped by a small food stall near 
the church selling bibingka and 
other kakanin. At home, Teddy was 
surprised to see all his family and 
friends were present. Nothing can 
make Christmas more special than a 
family complete for the holidays!

However, the thought of getting 
presents still loomed in Teddy’s 
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OBMC Service Awardee: Debbie Apiado

Mrs. Debbie Apiado, one of OB 
Montessori Center’s (OBMC) 

Human Resources stalwarts, was first 
interested in law. But between this 
dream and raising a family, she found 
herself choosing the later.

On a fateful day, as she was enrolling 
one of her children at OBMC, she 
found herself signing up as one of its 
accounting personnel. It matched her 
educational background, and it matched 
the path of motherhood she chose.

“Being with my children then (thirty 
years ago) while I was working was the 
greatest bargain I could ask for,” Mrs. 
Apiado said. 

For the past 30 years OBMC has 
taught her to be outgoing, to love 
work, to be orderly, and to be joyful in 
everything she does. To add to this, she 
was able to pursue her interest in law 
with the help of her OBMC family. 

“I instead took up paralegal studies 
just to hone my knowledge not only 
on the areas of labor issues but on 
other areas as well—obligations and 
contracts,” Mrs. Apiado recounted.

She cannot 
imagine working for 
another organization 
that can help her 
pursue her dreams 
while also allowing her 
to be the mother her 
children needed. 

Her paralegal 
studies has become 
handy in her 
position now as 
the HR (Human 
Resources) Officer 
for Compensation, 
Benefits, and Legal 
Matters.

 Quite the jumble of words for us 
students but to make the matter more 
simple, she is the other half of the work 
of the HR department that focuses on 
drawing up benefit packages that are at 
par with educational industry standards 
for the employees of OBMC. She 
also actively participates in planning 
activities for the professional growth of 
both administrative and teaching staff.

Mrs. Apiado is a compassionate 
woman who makes sure that every 
adult in OBMC can be an excellent role 
model of life’s essential values such 
as humility, patience and heart to care 
for students. Take a second to realize 
that your OBMC experience: teachers, 
intramurals, educational trips, and 
all the activities you love have been 
planned, created, and improved by 
people like Ms. Debbie Marie Apiado.

By Joseph Antes, Grade 10-Emerald

C P hilippineshristmas in the

Continued from page 1

At magbuhat ngayon,
Kahit hindi Pasko ay 
magbigayan.”

It was at this moment Teddy 
realized that he could be happy even 
without the iPhone and Air Jordans. 
Hearing the children caroling outside 
helped him understand that there is 
more to Christmas than just receiving 
gifts. A meaningful Christmas was 
about giving and sharing with others 
the love and joy you feel. 
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By Lyza Assumpta Balita, Grade 11-Hidalgo

Grade 12 students succeed in 2nd CineSophia film festival
n CINESOPHIA STORY

“Keeping Up with the Kardashians” 
and “Gossip Girl.” She has also 
recorded several tracks with Vanessa 
Carlton, and co-wrote and produced 
music for Taylor Swift. She has even 
composed music and performed vocals 
for game stations such as PlayStation 
and Xbox! 

Not only is she a phenomenal 
musician who creates brilliant 
work, she is also breaking gender 
stereotypes, inspiring countless 
aspiring musicians, and proving that 
everything is possible when you put 
your heart into it.

“For me its awesome … you 
have an opportunity to say, ‘yes, girl 
power!’, and I think that’s the most 
important thing … I’m ‘repping’ for 
chicks and young people around the 
world to be like ‘you can work as hard 
as you can … this is possible. You can 

break the glass ceiling!’”, 
Ms. Reese said.

What you may not know 
is that Melissa Reese is 
a product of Montessori 
schooling, having attended 
North West Montessori 
School and Pacific Crest 
Montessori School, both in 
Seattle, Washington, USA. 

“I am such a huge 
Montessorian. I can’t 
even tell you how big of a 
supporter I am of that system, way of 
teaching, the whole thing,” she says, “it 
put me on this trajectory in my life. I am 
100% sure of that, 150% sure.”

She loves everything from the math 
beads and mini lessons to how there is 
“a way in which to do everything.” She 
says that there is a comfort in engaging 
in such activities. 

Melissa Reese attributes the 
Montessori system with giving her 
perfectionist work habits and molding 
her individuality. She claims that the 
person she is today came through 
what she has learned as a Montessori 
student, and is very grateful for it, 
being yet another in the long list of 
people who have achieved success in 
life through a Montessori education.

Guns N’ Roses 
was here in 

the Philippines on 
November 11 for the “Not 
In This Lifetime Tour.” 
The day before, I was blessed 
with the opportunity to meet and 
interview one of its members, 
Melissa Reese, at the Peninsula 
Hotel in Makati.

MELISSA REESE is well-
known for being the first female 
member of the legendary rock 
band, but it is unequivocal that 
she is brilliant in an individual 
capacity as well. Ms. Reese 
started singing and playing 
the piano at the age of four, 
and began writing songs by 14. 
Her music has been featured 
in television shows such as 

Melissa Reese: 
A Montessori Star

By Rhys Imson, Grade 10-Emerald

n GUNS N’ ROSES PROFILE

arrangement of plans take place during 
this part; production, happens after 
main topics are approved and the 
filmmaking proper takes place; and 
post-production, where editing and 
finalization of the film takes place.

Having displayed their short 
films, with plots ranging from the 
struggles with injustice to the 
reminiscence of one’s bitter past, 
the seniors were able to show off the 
creativity and innovativeness of true 

Montessorian students. They also 
proved that given the opportunity 
they can produce work of such 
prodigious quality, quality that other 
individuals would have taken years to 
master or even achieve.

OB Montessori’s 
annual CineSophia 

film festival took place on 
November 26, inside the 
Maria Montessori Hall of 
the Greenhills campus. The 
CineSophia is an event where 
Grade 12 students create 
short films that embody 
the doctrines and notions of 
various philosophers learned 
from their Media Information 
and Literacy course and their 

Philosophy course.
Every year, a different 

philosophical and society-
related theme is used in 
order to unify the overall 
concepts of the films. This 
year’s theme was “LIYAB: 
Transcending Societal 
Conventions in Pursuit 
of the Truth.” The films 
were to present unique 
renditions of Plato’s 

allegory of the cave, 
which is a representation 

of how prisoners 
are kept 
inside a cave 
and are led to 
believe that 
the cave, and 
the shadows of 
figures, are all 
that exists.

This activity 
aims to educate 
the Grade 12 
students on the 
processes of filmmaking; six groups 
of students from various classes are to 
choose amongst themselves who will 
be assigned to specific roles, examples 
of which are the producers, writers, 
and actors. The students were given 

ample time to produce their respective 
films, which could be divided into three 
parts: pre-production, which is often 
considered the most tedious part of 
filmmaking as the conceptualization 
of plots, creation of scripts, and 

“After seeing their work and the concepts behind their films, I feel proud and hopeful knowing that the youth are socially aware and critical of what’s happening around them—not only about issues that directly impact their lives but also issues that affect the larger Filipino society.”-Ms. Patricia Nabong, judge, former Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting student fellow, film summa cum laude

The writer with theater actress and singer 
Stephanie Reese and rock artist Melissa Reese.
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I awoke to a freezing morning and found 
my father having his breakfast while 

watching the weather forecast. It warned 
that this week was going to be the coldest 
in seven years. Although I knew I needed 
to stay warm today, I was more concerned 
with knowing if snow was going to fall. The 
forecast elevated my enthusiasm at the 
thought of seeing snow in September. 

Once in a blue moon I went out to the 
apartment playground, partially for the 
rides but mostly for the silence when no 
students were around. This day, I left for 
the place wearing a goose-feather jacket 
and yarn gloves. I sat on the swing and 
waited for the snowflakes to land on my 
nose. 

After an hour my shoulders were 
shivering, but my physical irritation was 
no match with my yearning for snow. 
I pulled out some hot patches I had 
grabbed before leaving the apartment and 
opened the pack to release the warmth 
from the pouch. But the patch soon lost its 

heat, yet I believed firmly that snow would 
fall before my body got any colder. 

Two more hours passed and I was still 
waiting for the non-existent snow. I could 
not accept that there was no snow when 
the weather was so cold. My face was 
numb and stiff. My fingers barely twitched 
inside the gloves. In the end, I made a 
tactical retreat back to the apartment. 

The fatigue from the unending wait 
and the depressing temperature steadily 
weakened my resolve to see snow. I 
dragged myself to my room, falling face 
flat onto the bed. Half blaming myself 
for wanting snow before December and 
half arguing that I just needed to wait a 
little longer, I threw a fit on my bed until I 
finally went to sleep. 

The room was pitch-black when I 
awoke to the sounds of laughter. Red and 
orange flickers came from the edge of my 
door. The scent of roasted chicken with 
herbal leaves and other delicious aromas 
reached my nose. Instantly, I got off my 

bed and headed 
towards the dining 
room where there was 
party of some sort, set 
with Christmas-themed cakes and 
assortments of visually appealing, mouth-
watering dishes. 

“We weren’t able to celebrate 
Thanksgiving yet, so I invited people 
over,” my smiling dad said to me as I 
stood on the stairs. 

Family and friends gathered around 
the table to share their food, gifts, and 
loving words of kindness. They laughed 
at humorous jokes and puns, argued 
about elections, and drank to the tune 
of acapella singing. So happy were they 
that it put a smile on my face, making 
me forget my disappointment in the 
non-existent snow. I heartily joined these 
visitors in their seemingly everlasting 
feast of delight. Perhaps the joy of an 
early Christmas defines what it is like to 
see snow in September. 

It’s Not Just Snow
                    -A somewhat early Christmas-

By Min Young Kang, Grade 11-Hidalgo

For your parents … 
Organize a candle-lit dinner for the in-love couple in 

your own home. Create a relaxing mood with flowers and 
soft music … How about putting together a playlist of 
your dad’s and mom’s favorite music?

For your family member or loved one working 
abroad …

Make a simple scrapbook or online collage with 
photos or memories you’ve shared with your loved 
one.  Include letters that express how much they’re 
missed.  You can share the scrapbook over a video 
call or send it direct. 

For your “Tita” friend … 
Who doesn’t love having a conversation 

over a good cup of coffee and delicious 
dessert amid the busyness of life? Time is a 
gift you can never take back, so give it to 
those who matter. 

For the sentimental …
Create a beautifully-designed 

Christmas card with a special 

message for your loved one. You can add drawings, 
stickers or cut-outs from old magazines. Give it to your 
sentimental friend, and they’ll keep it with them in 
their heart. 

For the stressed-out … 
Play relaxes so how about treating your loved 

ones to a round of games at Timezone? Better yet, 
invite them over to your home for a sleep-over and 
do a movie marathon together. Popcorn, please!

For the shopaholic … 
Draw up a “battle plan” for your Christmas 

shopping with your loved one, and consolidate 
your efforts to conquer the Christmas rush 
at the mall. After your shopping, “savor” 

your victory over good food and good 
conversation. 

For your friend who needs a hug … 
Give a big teddy bear to that animal 

lover or someone who needs a friend 
they can be with always.  They can 
give the warmest hugs in the world!

n TIPS

Marc Daniel Paule Chua––a 
name I will never forget. This 

may sound too cliché but Marc was a 
good person and I mean that with all 
my heart. You’d always see him as the 
scary big guy whom I am always with 

but what not everyone 
sees is behind that 
strong man is a 

soft and 

sensitive person. He was always 
the guy you could rely on especially 
in times uncertain. He’d always be 
dependable and active as a student. 
Believe this, he was a varsity basketball 
player, an acolyte, a Math club member, 
and much more! It just shows how he 
loves working as a student here in OB. 
We always referred to him as “tough on 
the outside but a softie on the inside” 
for he would endure all the pain in the 
world but deep down he would show 
that he is still human.

After experiencing severe head 
pain in October, Marc was confined 
to hospital for several days. The 
diagnosis was “leukemia,” a type of 
blood cancer. Despite the diagnosis 
we remained hopeful, because we 
knew he could get through all this. We 
knew that he would fight until the end. 
He was very brave and courageous 

during these stages. We, his friends, 
knew that we had to be strong for him 
too. But eventually, he had to leave us.

During the 40th day 
commemoration of Marc held at 

school Mr. Banting, his Math Guild 
moderator, said something I can’t 
forget when he was discussing God’s 
role in all this. “He made me realize 
that God will give us answers like -19/9 
[he was pertaining to their unfortunate 
answer in a math competition] that 
we might not be able to understand, 
we might not be able to find its 
significance … But one thing’s for 
sure: when God gives us answers, 
someday we will be able to understand 
why these things happened.” Mr. 
Banting’s speech made me realize one 
thing: to never forget to notice that 
collateral beauty behind all this.

The memory that Marc leaves us will 
never be forgotten. Coming from a friend 
and brother, I know Marc lived his life the 
way he wanted it: with no restrictions. 

We will forever be grateful for 
the time you’ve spent with us, Marc. 
I know the heavens gained a brave 
angel. Thanks for all the memories my 
friend, we will forever be grateful for 
them. 

Until we meet again …

Remembering Marc By Sean Banzon, Grade 10-Ruby

n TRIBUTE

n CHRISTMAS RECIPE

By Yvette Margaux Angela Bergantiños, Grade 11-Amorsolo

Steps:
1. Combine the dry ingredients, starting from the rice flour, the all-purpose flour, then the brown sugar.
2. Pour these ingredients into a bowl and mix gradually with water until the ingredients are evenly distributed.
3. While mixing, add the lye water and anatto water while mixing.
4. The mixture should then be placed into individual molds and steamed somewhere from forty minutes to an hour. 
5. Usually, grated coconut is placed on top of the Kutsinta to enhance the flavor. Instead of grated coconut, my grandmother 

prefers to use grated Eden cheese, as she believes that the saltiness of the cheese provides 
a nice contrast to the sweetness of the sweetness of the rice cake.

Christmas Kakanin

On my dad’s side of the family, kutsinta has played an important role in bringing people 
together. Because of the relative ease found in making kutsinta, it is often served in large 
quantities during our family reunions in Laguna. A unique tradition my family has during 
Christmas is that children are told to eat one large piece of kutsinta before they can get 
their Christmas money. Nowadays, my grandmother still cooks it regardless of whether a 
celebration is occurring. If you’re looking for a light, delicious, easy-to-make Filipino dish, 
then kutsinta is definitely for you.

n LITERARY

Compiled by Samantha Onglatco and Joel Altea VI, Grade 12-Tinio

This is an event that actually happened during a vacation in Korea while I was seven years old.

What to get your loved ones this Christmas

• 1 ½ cup rice flour
• ½ cup all-purpose flour
• 1 cup brown sugar
• 1 ½ teaspoon lye water

• 2 teaspoons of anatto 
seeds soaked in 3 
tablespoons water

• Cheese

Grandmother’s Kutsinta ingredients: 
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OBMC volunteers 
at coastal cleanup 

Malate, Manila. Last October 
20, 2018, International Coastal 

Cleanup (ICC) Philippines, in 
partnership with the Philippine Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, organized an event that 
gathered volunteers from all over Metro 
Manila and neighboring provinces 
for the global movement that is the 
International Coastal Cleanup (ICC). All 
this took place at the Manila Baywalk, 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila from 7 to 11 
am. Students and teachers from all five 
OB Montessori Center campuses were 
present at the event.

With the common goal of spreading 
awareness about what plastic waste 
could do to damage marine life and the 

impact of human activities on our 
oceans, the ICC began more than

 30 years ago, headed by the non-profit 
organization Ocean Conservancy. This 
year, the Philippines once again topped 
the list of countries with the greatest 
number of participants for the global 
effort.

From OB Montessori Greenhills, 
there were approximately 133 
Professional High School participants, 
composed of 33 Grade 10 students 
from the leadership training corps and 
103 Grade 11 and 12 representatives 
as part of their Science courses. The 
teachers that headed the activity 
were the Leadership Training faculty 
composed of Cmdt. Jose Mari Dela 
Peña and Ms. Patricia Ann 
Mobilia along with 
some of 

the Junior High School class advisers. 
Joining them from Grades 11 and 12 
were the Senior High School class 
advisers and Science faculty members. 

As global citizens and future 
changemakers, we have the capability to 
build a cleaner environment starting with 
our oceans and be better stewards of 
nature. There is a saying “a good citizen 
doesn’t expect anything in return but the 
betterment of people.”

n COASTAL CLEANUP STORY

By Princess Balt, Grade 9-Emerald

Photos courtesy of Raphael 
Reyes, Maricris Macasinag, 

and Gerard Gamboa


